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Painting is something
that I could do and make
that relates to our present
monrent-that relates
to technoloqv-but is also
a language tTirt *ill never
reallv die.

it sems as though mif, rhe izlue is lowcrcd in a ftiid My. Ma)te tl.y
dont wmt to touch it anymorc precisely blcause ofthat rcccssibility.

I l@kat mywork 6 a kind ofmedi ion b.r"En pristin€ digital space

md tllc rcugh, per to-d.ath qualiry that Eat lif. painrings can posss.

Can yt t L h. tuore aba\t y,t ?tue$ affindin& dnd uhinatclt dddik&

I find my imaScs rhrcugh th. Inrcmet and oo sociar media.'Ihe imagls
I Iind on thc Internet-th.t is, as opposcd tojust Facebook or
lostaS.am-can be slightly more porny, since social networks
ale scrubbcd so clear. So I hav€ some nudes rnd stuffihit come
from the Wcb, and then I tak€ a lot ofcontcnt froo Instagram.I
make rhese food paiotings thlt are-io put it simply-based offof
pcoplc\ photos ofthcir food. You know, #foodporn contains lik€
36 million photos-ljust looked /est.rday-and evcry time Ive
made a painting, that cout inc.eases.I make piintings based on
pcolle's lflslagran photos b.cause latelylnsragram iswh.t I've be.n
l@king at mon.'Ihis visual looking thar I,.s a paint.r or artisr, do is
dow dircct€d primdily i,ro my phone, r,d I f.el like th. most hon€st
thins that I cen do is mlkc pdntings bas.d on what I m lookiog at. I
used tolookat rhe sides ofbuildings,I used to lookat th. slql I usd to
l@k at c6, bur now for b.ttcr or for wosel look at Instagru.

It\ 
'o 

antagioB, lo ,;'ulJ adu.tio,. Ttt it tucb . uid, utkq aftbi"gt to
laaA at,ftuh la n."r difer,nt eai.a, did ed.b uith th.ir aua agcnda!, b.in9

?ut kt@dtu|. ht .li$tult to laaA awr.

Totatly. I folow a lor ofanirts @d art people. I fo[M alrnci d6]tody
that foloes m.. I just lorc rc l6k at it aod try to underst nd the mzy
divesity ofimags that jt contains.

From a fomal p.npectivc, thc* ima$s can bc E tly abstrrct a.d rca y
intercstins.l like the vi*point<ften alound a foot frcm thc t$l€.
I likr thc ida ofconsumption. I co do aI thesc things formely with
paiff that Gf,..rs ,nd Eht s io food. It ht horh kitkh dd grctcsque

clements to it-like the fak food rcsrauhnts put our, which is meant to
look enticing but is totally altincial.

Wn r edebodt p't' a ?toto afa n.al an ltuta{atu, it'' {td d.libtuteb an,r
dtrt.q @nl.'ed. k" tuant ta ,lkit o 

'tuc 
of.ner'Ik .anng fii' aeal

aad tot a not.'In tat ?aianng thalgb, tbd. i' fin n,a4 gate'qt, g,alil'J
ta tb. ?todu.t' )\,u'/e d.?ktia& On au yt ,n lh5efiod'trfr at nedat ta laat
delniaHad tbe inasa o/. ta prnntu1,t uLn tat ,n.aratn ta"/ point-
i"s' oftb4, Jbod',|'t' h ret ry., ,trir a?Fdtuft4 e, botdo ot lanu"s a
a /6ub afib. tbi.I, inPut@d w) h ubi.b )bu r.adzl ttyn-

I staned using the medium .s a Mr to chdlenge mlrelf.I could make

things look photorealisric if I Mnted ro, but I like tn. o.rsed u!,
wonkr d.turc ofpaim l unt to maintrin thar.l h,r this one painring
with thes. turk y legs that I'rc ben tryinS to tame. I jusr put roo much
pumice on h and it lools rcally goss-I c.nt tme it.ln t.rms ofcon-
sumption, though, I'm not trying to mrkc a judgm€nt .bout peoplel
food eitinS habits. If anlthing, I'm mor. int.rcsted in th. similditi.s
betwccn fod photognphy md Bditional stil tife paintinSs. Pcople d
fming thcsc thinSs to look plcGing{uch likc the d.lib.atc designs

of Dutch paintils. What an people thinkif,g wher they'rc flamilg it:
What i6 th.ir proc€ss wh.n they'E setting it up? How they think it looks
atEetirc iater.sts mc a lot rco. I did this on€ kinchi hotdog paintinS
infomed by the Imtagnms ofomc pcron who potcd thrcc shots Fom
cvery uglc of a kimchi hotdog they wle catin& Obviously n! r lird.
fumy, but whai I h more int.rcsted in is ihe intent thcrc. The idea thar
rhey r showing otr using rh.se fairly inrclvcd composnio".I techniqucs,

aI ro.aprurc a fairly brnal objecr, is int rsring to m..

B6id8 fbd, und are en. oftb otbn ituga yu dect?

Makeup tutorials-lth.y] hail from r much less popul.r.d
hashtag.Thcrc are fcwer options, but thcre are som. rc.Iv xird
thiogs on th.rc.Therc are some imat.s, m.de with colhgc:pp'.
which h.vc eyes next to lips, a^d variols other sud..l jNa|o'-
tion..Thcy becore ,h€r. rorall) Be,'d fac.r rnd coopordo!,.
which I lov..I like thc id.a ofputting mak up on l.rdl a1li-
vou6.lf .ttr.(tiveit; kjnd o( likc whrt rou do * r pr;"rr



I lilre thinliirrg tlt:rt pairrting
rrorr is the sa-nre oizzle
llut sonrebodv fiv'e hundred

-\ears ago had"to grapple
u'ith as-well.

It\ o lnioa ofpairting, .dtaialy

'Ihc intentions rrc rery similu.With both p.inting aDd thc apPlication

of h,l{eup. you'.c trying to male someonc onnet to pur ceation, to
fccl aftrrcr.d to it.'Ihert n sotue realy wild, scary stutr asrociated with
thc* hashtags, and I tikc to ur rhose im.8.s ,s the stariing point for
th. painiings I th.n cr.atc.l lik. rhe rcp.tition ofthe images.I like
thaisomc o1these i-,ges have l kind of n.@tive to ihcm. Some of
th.m hav. cool colo6, d.pth, nic. conr.ast, ud so on.To be arhcted
to a piecc I think it h.s to be both narratively and formally int Esting

7h. nanatiu qnlit* it rotl ,allngcJiL painting' .rc eslttiallt cl@n I fii,l.

Yeah. Thcy e .lnosi lik a flipbooL

Totallt.,4gai", tbtu it lon.thing yot.igk abat tk tuoniitztia" of l8p
inAg.i-s.i"g d Ee ndt ta d outb,zhnftkAandrdadbl.d-'lbaei
aka :on tbin? aba,t that ?rau$ C b@"tifling tbot u,n' ''F otfrdat in
tb. w, tw tunik. ttx dif.a,t .t\ ol at.uP aPPtnano,.

The grotcsque part is ale smetin.s js! t.ying and faii.g. Honsdy,
smdimG I d'ink to tu)r.lf, "Ihis is going to look Ealy el.gdt " od dEn
I male it .nd Ih like "Oh, God." Pan ofit is the material-I think th.
pl4ricity of dE painh I G co lcad to that.lhen ir mothd inflenc I
should m.ntion thoush, which go.s back to the und.lgrcund c@ic b@k-
maki,g that 1 w,s ldking lt ii thc'90s: Julie Doucet, a comic book artist

&om Monuel whot r totd gtnius. Htr work is rcry .utobi%nPhic,l. Shc

mored to Nry York ad then mad. this onc @mic ciled M/ Iv@ Yo*
Drrl, which ferued .[ rhe guys she'd slept with, depi.t.d in this rcaly
qpliot w)a Tkrc ll@ othc6I ws into too,lik 7@6r./S,:rrd.'fhcrc's r
wildness to them, e gor.sque .oFgiving_a_tuck thing, which I lot€.

Tbere\ an., nitn s ta rarl ?diatiag ka- Yau ..n ke th, .onn&tian.

Y.ah, tlat EaIy .fect.d me deep dom. I d .ctu.Iy rcally g@d fticods

with Jen Softis.n, who just became rne 66t female wimer of th. Her
bl@k pdz., tl'c biggest award for conic book illusnato.s. She intrcduccd

m. to all thes. comic book. Sh. dot he. rh.sis about th€ cffnival
clemeni ofundoground women's comics-thc idea that nobody's

wrtching /ou b..ausc you'rc oppres*d rnd hiddco aitd forgotten so

you canjust bc as crazy as you want to be,likc at a carnival-this on€

day to go kiod of @y. I h nor 3aying th.tt what I n dw.) thinkiog
abour when I m wrking on my p.intinSs, but thcE is an utuL.lying
wildncss that dcnnitdy peMdcs rhem.

I thint tb.fk, tbat )o, nalbd in tbit @4i. baaL hode nfa inatiryTbde n
tucb 

" 
diqttut la tb. iflag$ that yt at uting in lort ?aiating, ubkb i

?.rt F ann.,t d h ix gr4bi. lu'tiy af.nn'- CMk! ai. ott.lrar a" a

i'ual lael in odt to .onn nitute o,ry q&tl!. It e.tu lil, t s ?ainn"g'
2ofam in d inital udt.

Yes, absolut lta I think the bcst naratires alw)ts .ommudcatc in a rcry
dirct, @nohtal *lly.'Ihe dh.ctlcss of dy paintiog als stems, of
coum, ftom thc mcdium oflNragnln.I lik ro rcEat Parts ofhy*lf
dtrough looking at and atprcprirtiog something fiom the stouP,which
I think h6 somcthing to do wifi ny backrouod in anthrcpolog Thar

foos on uthropolog s a studclt has dntribut€d to, and evolEd into,

my intercst in social n.two.ls.

C$tain\, th./.'s ako a difttts,$ on,l .r?liihat ta loci.l edia as n tana ta

uhat u. sbat . Malb. I n a bit .Jniel, brt th.t it kind t@nat tatidl n dia

n " oba"t-trying to g.t at Nar /ii5 at ?.$ibh, trying to drc taq.tbing
tbat uitt itutu diat.b raa"ah uittr ?.olb. B1atv ?eo/, doll tbtuugb

fi.nfkd' e q"n*lt, @dton i trliag to t dt. toB.tbing tlat\ i n.di-
aretr onudl! d?? linA be "t. 

athtt@ik th,nfottau,$ @ill'dollngbt
bt. nn s . Aind aJd.lat'tbn to todrtbing tb't .an b. .otuun.d tu q&10
Md lo ind.diarrb, aad ,hat n.n' to tulatc aot ont to !a6 ?airting-
rteatt, bao" aJubat )at?, lou/.ikgfiof,-b"t atta ta .onit kotr, @h.tu

thd. n thn inn .li'k .on rbiatiot kt@ed ?rodtu t and aatuM.

Tot Iy. What t find intercsring ahout that is thinking, "Do pcople try to

alti.ipatc what peopL wil likc? Ye,h, d'ey do." I fccl lik I m bad ar rhai
I mcan, semcs md pictures of cats wil always get a milion likes, but it's

fa$inating how p@ple uti€ipate wh.t the 8rcup-,t-large wil embracc.

Ir EEals a rctal sef-(onsciousnes on rll our Parts.

,rt "" 
an b,olotogi't, ubit @bi,g tb/o"gt o"lt oa. t* aJinag. titAal

iaan.ha ta!, )tar stt bionefdniliarunn ubnbfanal aadithtit
.u.' uork and tubitb don t.

Yeah, definitll)a Itrtaglm is mtalty about blNing uP you sPot [and]
shNing hry g@t )ot d. Maltc I m bcing clnical nM, but cEn wh.n
I'm trying to b€ sly 6inm, dEE is thi, elm.nt oi "L@k hN smt I m.'

Ho@ ,lo )Ds tbiak yn @* n goi"g ta.@lo. @itb tfu te.baol%i.! tbdt

at, .onsta t4 snifiiat?

I dont know I can akedy r.lt that I re be€n spending less time on

my phonc lat ly. I don\ t ow what the nqr thinS is Soing to he. I\c
d.fnitely ot brck on n), Instagrrm. t m lcing the tcthd. l'E alm,E
m.dc work from things that I're eithd drcamcd or *cn.'Ih€y 6me
stni8ht 6om my lif., so whaterr l'm soing to b. cogagEd in in the n xt
six months, E{ater I'[ bc l@king lt, wifl prcbably d.temin. wh.t my

paintings look lik or what then sourcs uc We'[h !toMirands4o
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