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[...] At Clifton Benevento in SoHo, the artist Zak Kitnick has organized “The Gentle Way (Judo)” around
his love of judo. (In Japanese the written word judo is composed of the characters for “gentle” and “way.”)
The older presence here is Roelof Louw, a South African artist who has lived in New York and London. He is
represented by a stunning blast from the past: “Soul City (Pyramid of Oranges)” from 1967. Presaging
relational aesthetics by some years, it consists of a large, gorgeous pyramid of oranges that are free for the
taking, as with Félix Gonzalez-Torres’s piles of wrapped candy from the early 1990s.

Mr. Louw’s simplicity and prescience and his effortless repurposing of everyday life echo throughout the
show. A sculpture by Anicka Yi contemplates human isolation with enlarged versions of cellphone texts cast
in slabs of foggy silicone that resemble nothing so much as dense air. Two wall pieces by Charles Harlan
consist of found chunks of trees that have grown around bits of razor wire or chain-link fencing — vivid
metaphors for acceptance. Meanwhile, drawings from 1990 by Edward and Nancy Kienholz dot the walls,
announcing their titles and their original prices (“For $788,” “For $455”). Nora Mapp, Kyle Thurman,
Rochelle Goldberg and Mr. Kitnick himself make equally resonant contributions. (515 Broadway, near Spring
Street, through Feb. 14) [...]



